
PARC  JOLY  de  SAINT-FLORENT
Community renovation project of the magnificent historical gardens in Semur-en-Auxois 

At the heart of the historical Burgundian city of Semur-en-Auxois, mid-way between Paris 
and Lyon, lies an ancient abandoned park of over 2,4 hectares, (6 acres).  Situated on the left bank 
of the river Armancon, a little downstream from the Pont Joly which affords access  to the town 
from the north.  It is entirely walled, close to the town centre and easily accessible by car or on foot 
from the Pont Joly.

Abandoned for over 30 years these landscaped gardens, have all the characteristics of a 19th 
century English garden :  woodland, stream, river’s banks, an orchard, a grotto, terraces supported 
by dry stone walls, granite rocks, a pigeon tower, water features, a romantic valley and theatre of 
greenery,  A plan dated 1872 evokes the development and symbolism of landscape garden design, 
the common denominatator of the French Restauration period,

Our Association : "Preservation of the Gardens and Terraces of Semur", signed in August 
2020 a long-term lease to implement the project.  It's aim : to restore the gardens, organise visits and 
host cultural and touristic events. The association is supported and advised by a certified 
architectural lansdscape gardener, and seeks to obtain the 'Remarkable Garden' national label' in the 
not so distant future.

The Park Joly complete the touristic offer proposed by Semur-en-Auxois, preserved as a  
"Outstanding Heritage Site".  For the inhabitants of Semur and for its visitors it provides a beautiful 
setting for those interested in nature, history and gardens in particular.



Special attention is paid to the conservation of nature and the environment, taking care to 
employ sustainable gardening techniques, using local materials and a local skilled workforce,  
Priority will be given to volunteer helpers and tenders from groups in reintegration programs. The 
pak Joly is hosting a "Forest school" with 40 young children coming for a weekly class.

One year on, the association boasts 350 members around 30 of whom are busy clearing the 
undergrowth and pathways and making the area safe,  A concert, group visits and the national 
'Patrimonial open day' in September have complemented the attractivity of the site and its touristic 
potential,

The success of this ambitious project rests on the strong mobilisation of the inhabitants of 
Semur, garden and "Patrimoine" lovers , and anyone wishing to contribute their time, energy or 
practical skills to serve this undertaking,  The ever growing number of subscriptions and both 
individual and corporate donations mean we are able to allocate a renovation budget,  An 
application is currently on line to subscribe to the "Heritage Foundation" to be closed end of 2024. 
this will help to finish the works of the pigeon house and surrounding settings including a big dry-
stones wall.

If this project is of interest to you and if you would like to join and provide support you 
may :

– subscribe on line :helloasso parc joly
– by correspondence
– send a donation to help with immediate necessities
– donate or lend tools, gardening equipment, plants, etc,
– attend promotional events and share information with your entourage,

Contact : 

Association de Sauvegarde des Jardins et Terrasses de Semur-en-Auxois
Maison des Associations Rue du Champ de Foire 21140 Semur-en-Auxois F

Tel 33 (0)6 75 25 77 98 parcjolysemur@gmail.com

Facebook : Parc Joly Instagram : Parc Joly HelloAsso Parc Joly

https://www.fondation-patrimoine.org/les-projets/parc-joly-a-
semur-en-auxois

https://www.parcsetjardins.fr/jardins/1869-parc-joly

mailto:parcjolysemur@gmail.com

